
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

Cardfields roundup 
It has been toasty hot in Essex this week for 
our annual residential in Cardfields. The 
children spent a wonderful week in the 
outdoors, making the most of the weather 
and enjoying their surroundings. We made 
adjustments to our timetable which included 
swapping the hike up Heather Hills to a 
shady riverside walk- bumping in to a team 
of firefighters who were patrolling the waters 
and offered an impromptu water safety 
session for the children! We rounded up the 
week with the social event of the season- 
the last night disco and children danced the 
night away. Wishing a restful, cooler 
weekend to the children!  
 

Heatwave 
With the weather warnings coming to 
an end shortly, we thank families for 
their continued support during this 
difficult week.  
The children enjoyed a hosing down at 
playtime and lunchtime to help in 
keeping them cool.  
Thankfully, the weather looks better 
for the coming weeks! Children should 
continue to bring a hat, water bottle 
and wear sun cream to school.  
  
 
 

Class Assemblies Fridays at 10am, top hall 

Year Group Date Set 

Year 3 Friday 3rd July 2026 *DATE CHANGE* 

Year 6 leavers show Friday 10th July 2026 

 
Ready Set Stage After School clubs 

Autumn term clubs are now available for booking online at www.readysetstage.co.uk. Families eligible 
for Free School Meals to book using the online form here. 

 Ready Set Stage After School Clubs – Autumn 2026 
www.readysetstage.co.uk  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Performing Arts 
(Reception – Year 6) 

Arts & Craft 
(Reception – Year 6) 

Singing 
(Reception – Year 6) 

Gymnastics 
(Years 3-6) 

Football 
(Years 3-6) 

Chess club 
(Years 3-6) 

Football 
(Reception - Year 2) 

Chess 
(Rec-Y2) 

 
Clubs begin WB Monday 21st September  
Last week of club WB Monday 30th November      Total 10 weeks autumn term 

 
Friday 26th June 2026 
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http://www.readysetstage.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__i9EvqBURVhRTlpVQzQ3SllaNE81SFpNWEJZNFdDWS4u
http://www.readysetstage.co.uk/


Our Eco-Committee have updated Gillespie's Eco-Code so that it now covers everything we would like 
the school community to aim to do to make our planet more sustainable for the future. Great job Eco-
Committee. 
 
Megan Begley, Eco-Coordinator and Scientist in Residence 
 

 

 



 Important dates  

Tuesday 30th June 3:30-4:00pm Eco-committee RSPB event in playground 
Including food/drink stall and bird related activities  

Saturday 4th July Summer Fayre 

Tuesday 7th July 3:30-4:00pm STEM committee event in playground 
Hands on STEM activities 

Wednesday 8th July Sport’s Day 

Friday 10th July 10am Year 6 Leavers show 

 
 

 
 
 
Wishing families a restful and cooler weekend!  
Yours sincerely,  
Mark Owen, Headteacher 
 

 
  



 
Summer Fair Preparations… 2 weeks and counting… 
Live music? Check. Fire engine? Check. Face Painting? Check. Everyone’s favourite footballing 
dinosaur? Check. ClayTime painting and clay work? Check. Local Artist creating an Arsenal-themed 
collage with Gillespie pupils? Check!!! 
 
As we approach FoG’s flagship event for the school year and our fantastic 
committee members are scurrying away in the background to make sure 
we have enough buns, burgers, beverages and bunting, the main asks we 
have of our fantastic Gillespie community are as follows: 

- Volunteers! For various reasons we are a few people down from 

our usual set up crew, and with so many fantastic stalls and 
activities on offer we are going to need as many as we can get. We 
know many of you will have been snapped up by your class reps for 
specific stalls, but 30 mins at any time before, during or after the 
event would make a massive difference to the day and the general 
wellbeing of all of our FoG Events team! If you can help out at any 
point, please let Sean know by sending him a message on 07986 
792 367… or just turn up at some point and offer - he’ll be delighted 
with the surprise! 

- Raffle Prizes! Jacqui has been working her usual magic, and 

thanks to all those who have already rustled something up for her, 
but the more we can offer the better. Tickets, vouchers, a bottle of 
something, a box of something… anything goes. Rumours of an air-
con unit being on offer are unconfirmed… 

- Spread the word! This is the only open event that FoG runs for 

the school, so let’s take the opportunity to share our wonderful 
community and give friends and family the chance to celebrate 
another fantastic year for Gillespie Primary School. 

 

School partnership with HotBlack Desiato 

Throughout 25/26  Gillespie Primary has been in a 
formal partnership with the local Estate agent HotBlack 
Desiato. This sponsorship (to the amount of £500.00 a 
month for 12 months) has provided a fantastic boost to 
the existing FoG offer. If that wasn’t enough, they have 
also committed to making a £1000 donation to the 
school for any sale that the partnership generates, 
and £250 for a rental that is secured, but you have 
to contact them directly - don’t use RightMove! 
 
Ways to Support Friends of Gillespie and the school community 

1. Financial donations: A monthly direct debit donation of any amount you choose can be 
set up here in less than 5 mins, or you can use this QR code to access the site.  

2. Item donations: Speak to your class rep about delivering the items, or simply 
drop them in the front office for a FoG member to come and collect them. Easy!  

3. Time donations: If you would like to help out in this way then please do get in 
touch with your class rep or a FoG Committee member - we will certainly have 
something for you to do! 

 

 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/20528#!/DonationDetails
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