
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Welcome to Arbor 
The school is introducing a new MIS (Management Information System) called Arbor, which can be 
accessed by parents online and via the Arbor app. 
Using Arbor, families will be able to view, update and maintain their children’s records, including contact 
details, home address, medical or dietary needs, and school meal or packed lunch preferences. Families 
will also be able to view information such as attendance. 
Any updates or changes made to the information we hold will be sent to the school office for approval 
before being applied. 
 
From September, Arbor will be used for all school communications, including: 

• In-app messages including first aid/head bump notifications  
• Emails from the office and teaching staff including weekly newsletter, trip letters, attendance 

monitoring 
• Providing consent for trips and outings  
• Requesting a packed lunch for school trips 
• Making trip payments  

We recommend enabling push notifications in the app settings so you are notified whenever you receive 
a message or email. 
 
Families will receive an email next week with instructions on how to create their Arbor account. If you 
do not receive this email, please contact the school office. 
We kindly ask that you: 

• Look out for the welcome email from Arbor  
• Create your account  
• Download the Arbor app  
• Enable push notifications  
• Update meal preferences (these must be entered as a weekly pattern). This helps our kitchen 

prepare the correct number of school dinners and packed lunches each day.  
• Clear any outstanding payments on Eduspot  

 
Outstanding payments 
A reminder has been sent to all families regarding any outstanding payments on Eduspot. Please ensure 
these are paid promptly so that accounts can be closed. 
Please note that we may occasionally request payment for a trip before teachers send out letters 
containing full details. 
If your Eduspot password no longer works, please email the school office so it can be reset. 
 

We appreciate your co-operation and patience during this transition period as we work through any 
issues along the way. 

 
Gold for Gillespie 
We are so proud of our Year 1 and 2 gymnasts who brought home Gillespie’s 
second GOLD in Islington Gymnastics competition! Well done, we are so 
proud of you all! A huge thank you to Jas from Calypso gymnastics for 
coaching our winners.  
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Competition WINNERS 
Well done to our science and travel ambassador t-shirt competition winners! Thank you to all those 
who entered, we had a very tough time selecting winners but are pleased to showcase them below. 
 
How do animals survive in the challenging deep? By Louis Y1 

             
Travel ambassador t-shirt design winner Ayo Y3 

Why is yawning contagious? By Audrey Y5 

 
What species are yet to be discovered on earth? By Armin Y5 

 



Year 4 Learning 
Year 4 have been thoroughly enjoying a creative "Writing 
Through Art" project, partnering with English Heritage and the 
Kenwood House to study a new painting each week. Through 
this immersive experience, they have developed both their 
artistic skills and produced fantastic descriptive writing 
inspired by the masterpieces they’ve studied. 
 
During week three, the children focused on Edwin Landseer’s 
"Hawking in the Olden Time," learning all about the history and 
technicalities of this historic sport. They successfully stepped 
into the past, writing creative diary entries from the perspective 
of a member of the hawking party. To complete the week, the 
children created their very own 
impressive hawking 
birds to accompany 
their writing, 
showcasing their 
unique artistic style.  
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Parent Panel 
On Tuesday 5 May, the school hosted a parent panel on 
choosing a secondary school. Five wonderful parents of ex-
Gillespie pupils graciously shared their experiences. It was an 
informative and insightful session that our parents found 
extremely valuable. As a follow up, the school will be holding 
a Transition Session on Wednesday 10 June at 4pm for 
parents of Year 4 and 5 children to discuss the application 
process for secondary schools in detail. Thank you to 
everyone involved for this useful discussion.  
 

 
Attendance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Important dates  

WB Monday 11th May Y6 SATs week 

Friday 15th May Y2 bake sale and uniform stall (FoG) 

WB 25th May Half term 

Friday 5th June Y1 bake sale and uniform stall (FoG) 

Wednesday 10th June 4-5pm Secondary transition meeting for Y4/5 parents 

Friday 19th June Reception bake sale and uniform stall (FoG) 

Saturday 4th July Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 8th July Sport’s Day 

 

Class Assemblies 
Fridays at 10am, top hall 

Year Group Date Set 

Year 4 Friday 22nd May 2026 

Year 2 Friday 5th June 2026 

Year 5 Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 1 Friday 19th June 2026 

Year 3 Friday 26th June 2026 

Year 6 Friday 10th July 2026 

 
And to our Year 6 children ahead of SATs week next week, a restful 
weekend. We are already immensely proud of you all! 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Mark Owen, Headteacher  
 
  

Class Attendance WB 04/05/26 

Reception  95.69 

Year 1 97.08 

Year 2 96.98 

Year 3 97.08 

Year 4 97.77 

Year 5 97.92 

Year 6 96.98 

Total 97.1% 

Attendance Cup 
Winner 

WB 04/05/2026 
 

Year 5! 



 
 


