
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Nursery and Reception  
Extended Hours Provision 

We are delighted to announce that, following a successful Ofsted visit, Calypso 
is now officially registered on the Early Years Register and will be partnering 
with Gillespie to offer extended hours provision starting in April. Thank you to all 
parents for your continued support and patience while we worked through this 
process. 
 
The new extended hours provision will offer high-quality care on site in the Early 
Years setting from the end of the school day until 6:00pm. This will complement 
the already thriving breakfast club run by Calypso before school. 
 
Please see the letter about the full offer and details on how to book a place for 
your child, with sessions available from Tuesday 14th April. 

 
 

World Book Day Celebrations 
Last week, on World Book Day, lots of us got dressed up as our favourite 
character from a book, or our favourite author. There were some really 
fantastic costumes! We were so pleased to see that so many of them were 
either made from cardboard, borrowed or put together from things people 
already had, rather than buying something new. 
 
In the morning, lots of classes joined the BBC live lesson and went on a 
journey to discover how we like to read. We fed back our favourite parts in 
assembly. Year 5 made some book recommendations which they are going to add to the library. They 
wrote about what book they used to like reading and why and what they now like to read and why. This 
might help some children who are stuck with what to read next. Finally, many adults in the school chose 
a favourite book and then the children chose which book they would like to have read to them. It was 
lovely to see so many different age groups together enjoying the same book. 
 
This week, most year groups have been to Waterstones in Angel to swap their World Book Day token 
for a book that they have chosen. The staff at Waterstones were wonderful! They read each year group 
a story and sent them on a scavenger hunt around the shop for book characters. 
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Year 5/6 Link Up Concert 
Last Friday 6th March Year 5 and 6 went to the fabulous Guildhall Young Artists Link up Concert at the 
Barbican. The event started with a rendition of We Will Rock You and in the instrumental section the 
orchestra came in with a mighty roar. Wow what a sound! Our children joined in on their instruments 
with 'La Follia' by Vivaldi and 'Dance of the Knights' by Prokofiev. The children also sang along with 
various classical and pop pieces. My favourite was 'O Fortuna' Carl Orff. I only ever remember it as the 
much overused music for X Factor but I know the children loved singing in latin which they found 
somewhat amusing.. 
It was one of the best music events I've yet been to as a music teacher and I hope we can return next 
year! 
Orlando 
 
As Headteacher I am incredibly proud to have also received the following feedback from the event 
organisers about the Gillespie team and children- 
“Your school brought such dedication, creativity, and musicality to Milton Court Concert Hall on Friday, 
resulting in a truly joyous and memorable experience for everyone involved. 
We appreciate how hard you and the team at Gillespie worked with the children to get them 
concert-ready. It was wonderful to see such enthusiasm and willingness to join in from all the students. 
They were incredibly focused and performed with great energy, clearly enjoying the experience of 
making music together.  
As ever, the Gillespie staff created a warm, supportive atmosphere, and it was so lovely to see you all 
at the event. I was personally delighted to have you with us for the second year running.” 
 

International Women’s Day 
Today in assembly we spoke about International Women’s Day (8th March) 
and recognised the achievements of women. We spoke about women and 
girls in our own lives, especially those who have achieved something 
particularly exceptional. We especially remembered mothers and carers and 
talked about why we celebrate Mother’s Day this coming Sunday.  
The theme for 2026 is Give To Gain. The aim is to encourage everyone to 
give support to gender equality. We spoke about some of the things we could do as individuals to show 
our support at school and at home like when we are playing a game, we can make sure everyone who 
would like to play feels included. When we are at home, we can make sure we help with a variety of 
different jobs.  
We can make sure that we encourage each other to make the most of the talents and skills that we all 
have. We are all unique and by recognising the strengths we each have; we can confidently go on to be 
successful in life. We will keep learning about the great achievements of other people, celebrate 
everyone’s contributions and strengths, and show kindness and respect to everyone around us.   
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 Important dates  

WB 23rd March Gillespie Science Week 

Monday 23rd March KS1 & 2 science shows for children 
6-7pm Family Science Show 

Friday 27th March End of term (school closes 1pm) 

Monday 13th April INSET Day (school closed) 

Tuesday 14th April First day of term for pupils 

Class Attendance WB 09/03/26 

Reception  96% 

Year 1 93.67% 

Year 2 97.33% 

Year 3 94.67% 

Year 4 92.66% 

Year 5 94.33% 

Year 6 95.95% 

Total 94.94% 

Attendance Cup 
Winner 

WB 09/03/2026 
 

Year 2! 



 
 
In the weekend of International 
Women’s Day we wish those 
celebrating, a very happy Mother’s 
Day!  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Mark Owen,  
Headteacher 
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