
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

 
Black History Month 
Today in our whole school assembly we launched our celebration of Black 
History Month by finding out about black British children’s author Christina 
Shingler who wrote pioneering picture books which included black children 
in her stories. The children watched a lovely BBC short film with a 
commentary by her 10 year old grandson Felix, who learned there were no 
books that had pictures or stories of children who 
looked like his Grandma when she was a child in the 

1960’s living in Yorkshire. Felix was very proud that his Grandma led the way in 
encouraging many British black authors to write stories and novels which reflects 
the greater diversity of our country today. Classes across the school will be learning 
about black people who have had an impact in this country throughout our history.  
 
Year 1 Learning 
Year 1's science topic this term is Animals Including Humans, at the moment we are focusing on the 
human senses. This week we used our sense of smell to work out what was in each of the five covered 
cups and our maths skills to record our findings. As a group we decided what each smell was, wrote it 
down, recorded if we liked or disliked the smell and then worked out the total for each item of food. We 
then made a class tally to find out which was the class's most and least favourite smell. 
  

 
 
Year 2 Learning 
We explored different primary sources to help us to understand where the information we have about 
the Great Fire of London came from. These included a tax record, maps of London before and after the 
fire, and quotes from the diary of eye witness, Samuel Pepys.  
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Year 4 Learning 
In science, Y4 were exploring and observing what happens to raisins when they are dropped into a cup 
of lemonade. They had to use the terms solid, liquid and gas to explain what they thought was 
happening.      

        
 

Attendance Matters! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Class Attendance WB 25/09/23 

Reception 96% 

Year 1 99% 

Year 2 98% 

Year 3 98.33% 

Year 4 97.99% 

Year 5 99% 

Year 6 98.93% 

Whole school 97.94% 

Attendance Cup 
Winner 

Week Beginning 
25/09/2023 

 

Years 1 & 5! 

SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2023/24 
 

Autumn Term 2023 
Monday 4th September    INSET Day 
Tuesday 5th September    INSET Day 
Wednesday 6th September    First day of Autumn Term for pupils 
23rd – 27th October     Half Term 
Thursday 21st December    Last day of Autumn Term 
 

Spring Term 2024 
Monday 8th January     INSET Day 
Tuesday 9th January    First day of Spring Term for pupils 
12th – 16th February     Half Term 
Thursday 28th March    Last day of Spring Term 
 

Summer Term 2024 
Monday 15th April     INSET Day 
Tuesday 16th April     First day of Summer Term for pupils 
Monday 6th May     Bank Holiday (school closed) 
27th – 31st May     Half Term 
Tuesday 23rd July     Last day of Summer Term 
Wednesday 24th July    INSET Day 



 
Ongoing reminders – this information has not changed 
 

Class assemblies 
Thursdays at 2:30pm, top hall. Families invited to attend, we hope you can make it!  

2nd November Year 2 

9th November Year 1 

16th November Year 3 

23rd November Year 6 

30th November Year 4 

7th December Year 5 

 
Admissions Information 

Secondary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 31st October 2023 

 Please email the office with dates of your child’s school visits for our records 

 See the Islington Admission’s Secondary School brochure here 
 
Primary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2019 and 31 August 2020 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 15th January 2024 

 To arrange a school tour please email the school office 

 See the Islington Admission’s Primary School brochure here 
 Children in the Nursery Class do NOT automatically have a place in Reception Class. Families 

must apply online.  

Diary Dates 

Date Event 

October Black History Month 

Thursday 5th October World Poetry Day 
Autumn School Census – privacy notice on data collected 
can be found here 

Tuesday 10th October Mental Health Day – universal human rights 

Wednesday 18th October Individual and sibling photographs 

Thursday 19th October FoG Halloween Disco 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October Half term 

Wed 1st & Thu 2nd November Flu nasal spray immunisations 

Friday 3rd November 9:30am FoG AGM in bottom hall 

 
Yours sincerely,  
Mark Owen Headteacher 
 
 

  

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/secondary-school-admissions-brochure-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=3AED87F8210E6E4A6DB1EE768EED9D1139F65944
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/primary-school-admissions-booklet-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=A6A911F5588CD608473C25D1FF04E16512C9A23B
https://www.gillespie.islington.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2309-Model-Privacy-Notice-for-Pupils-Parents.pdf


 

FoG Annual General Meeting Date confirmed  
 
On Friday 3rd of November at 9.30am Friends of Gillespie will host its Annual General Meeting.  
This will be an opportunity for parents, carers and other stakeholders to learn more about the 
coordination and delivery of FoG activities, including: 

- A summary of accounts for 22/23 
- Reporting on key priorities and activities during that same period 
- Formal introduction of new FoG Committee members (please note that nominations for 

committee members remain  open and are available to all - including individuals not 
directly connected to the school community). 

- Overview of forward plans and objectives for 23/24 
It will also be an opportunity for attendees to ask further questions about any topics that are of interest 
or concern, as well as offer input and suggestions on how to build on the successes of 22/23 and ensure 
that FoG is doing all it can to enrich the experiences of its pupils, staff and families as they move through 
the school. 
 
ClayTime Mugs - Ready for collection 
Did you or your child get to design your own tea mug at the Summer Fair 
this year? If so then the lovely people at ClayTime have dried, fired and 
glazed them for us - and they look great! If you think that one of these mugs 
might be yours, get in touch with Sean (07986792367) before the October 
Half Term.  
 
FoG is recruiting 
Would you like to support Gillespie Primary School to provide the best 
possible educational experience for pupils and families? Do you have ideas about fundraising to enrich 
our children’s education or events to get the Gillespie community together? Then FoG would love to 
hear from you! If you’re interested in hearing more, please get in touch with Sean (07986792367). 
 
Date for the diary: 
Halloween Disco: Thursday 19th October 5-7pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All money raised by FoG goes towards support for the school and extra-
curricular activities for Gillespie children. There is no obligation to give 
and it can be as much or as little as you can afford. To donate, click 
here or scan the QR code on the noticeboard next to the 
playground gates.  
  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cafdonate.cafonline.org/20528*!/DonationDetails__;Iw!!AoaiBx6H!3gjeG5fNc5xi5y4idHvAIBD0tBkdzcMEmLLwelMBHKAqj3hQyfDuOAVrYXsvwpESYkmIuBkCMDf-nfJTgOuKDhK3Ow$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cafdonate.cafonline.org/20528*!/DonationDetails__;Iw!!AoaiBx6H!3gjeG5fNc5xi5y4idHvAIBD0tBkdzcMEmLLwelMBHKAqj3hQyfDuOAVrYXsvwpESYkmIuBkCMDf-nfJTgOuKDhK3Ow$


 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington  

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington


   



 

  


