
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Hour of code week 
This week is national Hour of code week. The theme this year is A.I. so the children have been engaging 
in some activities including training the A.I. to detect rubbish in the ocean. We also worked with Micro:bits 
in the Lab and in class – see below. 
 
Year 2 Learning 
Children took part in a range of coding activities including programming a micro:bit to write their name 
and training A.I to detect rubbish in the ocean. 

       
 

Year 4 Learning 
Y4 were exploring micro:bits (small computers that can be given coded instructions). They instructed 
them to make name badges using the LED display. Some went further to get micro:bit to display the 
LED lights in the formation of solid, liquid and gas molecules! 

     
 

Class assemblies 
Thursdays at 2:30pm, top hall. Families invited to attend, we hope you can make it!  

2nd November Year 2 

9th November Year 1 

16th November Year 3 

23rd November Year 6 

30th November Year 4 

7th December Year 5 

 
School Library Friday Open Mornings 

The school library is open from 8:00am-8:50am for parents and their children together to relax and share 
books in our beautiful, calm library environment. Our open mornings are being run by our wonderful 
parent library volunteers. All welcome!  

Head lice 
We have had several reports of head lice throughout the school. We ask that families check their child’s 
hair and treat immediately if necessary. You can find further guidance here. Long hair should be tied up. 
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


Bake sale – Friday 29th September 
Raising money for Morocco Earthquake Appeal and Libya Flood Appeal 

Next week, parent and governor Hafsa will be running a bake sale in the 
playground after school, with funds going to the British Red Cross 
Morocco Earthquake Appeal and Libya Flood Appeal. 
We kindly ask families for sweet treats and cake donations which will 
be sold on the day! Please leave them at the school office on the morning 
of the sale. Cash will be required to purchase cakes and goodies. You can 
also make donations to the appeals directly here:  

 https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/morocco-earthquake-appeal 

 https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/libya-floods-appeal 
 

Attendance Matters! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Admissions Information 
Secondary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 31st October 2023 

 Please email the office with dates of your child’s school visits for our records 

 See the Islington Admission’s Secondary School brochure here 
 
Primary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2019 and 31 August 2020 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 15th January 2024 

 To arrange a school tour please email the school office 

 See the Islington Admission’s Primary School brochure here 

 Children in the Nursery Class do NOT automatically have a place in Reception Class. Families 
must apply online.  

Diary Dates 

Date Event 

Friday 29th September 3:30pm Bake Sale raising money for British Red Cross 
appeals 

October Black History Month 

Tuesday 3rd October Islington School Nursing Team’s health and well-being clinic 

Thursday 5th October World Poetry Day 

Tuesday 10th October Mental Health Day – universal human rights 

Wednesday 18th October Individual and sibling photographs 

Thursday 19th October FoG Halloween Disco 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October Half term 

Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd 
October 

Flu nasal spray immunisations 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Mark Owen Headteacher 

Class Attendance WB 18/09/23 

Reception 97.33% 

Year 1 99.31% 

Year 2 98.33% 

Year 3 98.67% 

Year 4 99.66% 

Year 5 96% 

Year 6 99.29 

Whole school  

Attendance Cup 
Winner 

Week Beginning 
18/09/2023 

 

Year 4! 

https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/morocco-earthquake-appeal
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/libya-floods-appeal
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/secondary-school-admissions-brochure-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=3AED87F8210E6E4A6DB1EE768EED9D1139F65944
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/primary-school-admissions-booklet-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=A6A911F5588CD608473C25D1FF04E16512C9A23B


 
 
Gillespie School Afternoon Tea 
We wanted to start by saying a huge thank you to everyone who was involved in the planning, set-up 
and running of the welcome event last weekend - and for those that attended and brought along some 
delicious treats and snacks for everyone to enjoy! Special shout out to Deidre for all her efforts in 
planning the day and pulling in so many willing volunteers. 

 
ClayTime Mugs - Ready for collection 
Did you or your child get to design your own tea mug at the Summer 
Fair this year? If so then the lovely people at ClayTime have dried, 
fired and glazed them for us - and they look great! 
If you think that one of these mugs might be yours, get in touch with 
Sean (07986792367) before the October Half Term. Any unclaimed 
mugs will still find a happy home in the Gillespie staff room. 
 
FoG is recruiting 
Would you like to support Gillespie Primary School to provide the best 
possible educational experience for pupils and families? Do you have 
ideas about fundraising to enrich our children’s education or events to get the Gillespie community 
together? Then FoG would love to hear from you! We have a number of different roles that we are aiming 
to fill for the coming academic year, so there really is plenty of opportunity for people to get more involved 
and make 23/24 another successful year for the school. If you’re interested in hearing more, please get 
in touch with Sean (07986792367). 
 
Date for the diary: 
Halloween Disco - Thursday 19th October 5-7pm  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All money raised by FoG goes 

towards support for the school and extra-curricular activities 
for Gillespie children. There is no obligation to give and it 
can be as much or as little as you can afford. To donate, 
click here or scan the QR code on the noticeboard next 
to the playground gates.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cafdonate.cafonline.org/20528*!/DonationDetails__;Iw!!AoaiBx6H!3gjeG5fNc5xi5y4idHvAIBD0tBkdzcMEmLLwelMBHKAqj3hQyfDuOAVrYXsvwpESYkmIuBkCMDf-nfJTgOuKDhK3Ow$


 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington  

Privacy Policy | Vukschools (schoolvaccination.uk) 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington
https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/privacy-policy


 

Nasal Flu Vaccine | Vaccination 

UK Schools (schoolvaccination.uk) 

https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/nasal-flu
https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/nasal-flu


 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
You are invited to Messy Church at St Thomas’s Church on Sunday 1st 
October from 4 – 6 pm for Messy Harvest.  It’s a jam-packed afternoon 
for all ages and stages including themed crafts, activities, and story-
telling with a meal too, and it’s all free!  St Thomas’s Church is located 
on St Thomas’s Road, on the corner with Monsell Road. 

 
  



 
 

 


