
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

 
Meet the teacher events 

Thank you to families for joining us this week at our meet the teacher events, we hope you found them 
useful and a good introduction to the year ahead.  
 

Happy Jewish New Year – Rosh Hashanah 
Today in our whole school assembly some of our Year 5 pupils shared their knowledge and experience 
about Rosh Hashanah and what they and their families do to celebrate the Jewish New Year. The 
children then sang a traditional song to bring in the New Year. We wish all of our families celebrating, a 
lovely weekend.  

 
Attendance Matters! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

As we enter the new school year and the autumn term when coughs and colds become a regular 
occurrence, we would like to share with families these useful guides on illness and attendance at school.  

 NHS – Is my child too ill for school? 

 Whittington Health – Minor illness and school attendance guide 
 

After School Clubs 
School clubs begin next week! A special note for Year 4 parents to remind you that Music Education 
Islington Music Hub is now open to our new Year 4 class. Parents will know that from this term Orlando 
and our strings tutor Claire will be introducing all our Year 4 children to learning to play string 
instruments. Orlando has spoken to some children today who have already expressed an interest in 
attending the Music Hub at Highbury Grove School on Wednesdays 4-6pm. We recommend you talk to 
your children as soon as possible and if any of them are interested in joining then please complete the 
MEI registration form here as spaces are limited.   

 
Birthdays 

Just a reminder that we are happy for children to bring in healthy fruit to celebrate their birthdays. As an 
officially accredited healthy school, the school does not allow cakes, sweets 
etc for these celebrations.  

 
 

Year 5 Learning 
Year 5 started their Properties and Changes of 
Materials Science topic with a QR materials trail in 
Lab_13!  
 

 

Class Attendance WB 11/09/23 

Reception 98.86% 

Year 1 98.62% 

Year 2 96.60% 

Year 3 100% 

Year 4 96.90% 

Year 5 94.33% 

Year 6 90.71% 

Whole school 96.50% 
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Year 3! 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.gillespie.islington.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Minor-Illnesses-and-Attendance.pdf
https://form.123formbuilder.com/6369232/mei-music-centre-sign-up-form-2023-24


School Nurse Health and Well-being Clinic 
Tuesday 3rd October 2023 

The School Nursing Team will be at Gillespie next month to run their health and well-being clinic. The 
team are able to help with any of the following topics: 

 Toileting routines including bedwetting and soiling 

 Diet and nutrition including fussy eating or concern about weight 

 Sleep hygiene/routines 

 Dental health  

 Health promotion activities  

 Infections including management of head lice and threadworms. 

 Body changes and puberty 

 Emotional health of your child or yourself  

 Support in managing health issues that impact on attendance. 

 Referrals to services including CAMHS, dietician and healthy living service  
If you would like to book an appointment with the team for the next clinic on 03/10 please email the 
school office for a referral form by Friday 22nd September.  
You can also see more information about the team and their services on their website - 
https://www.whittington.nhs.uk/default.asp?c=40796  

 
Admissions Information 

Secondary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 31st October 2023 

 Please email the office with dates of your child’s school visits for our records 

 See the Islington Admission’s Secondary School brochure here 
 
Primary School Admissions for children born between: 1 September 2019 and 31 August 2020 

 Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 Deadline 15th January 2024 

 To arrange a school tour please email the school office 

 See the Islington Admission’s Primary School brochure here 

 Children in the Nursery Class do NOT automatically have a place in Reception Class. Families 
must apply online.  

 
myHappymind 

We teach a program to all year groups at school called myHappymind. myHappymind is all based around helping 
children to understand how their brain works and to support them in developing positive skills and habits to be 
their very best selves and to promote their well-being!  
  
myHappymind is delivered in school by class teachers through a series of interactive lessons and then the children 
apply these learnings throughout the day. To further embed this learning and ensure that you are able to engage 
in these topics with your child, myHappymind has developed a set of resources for parents. These resources can 
be accessed online on your computer, or through an app on your phone. The resources allow children to continue 
to practise some of the habits they have developed at school, such as Happy Breathing, for you to learn more 
about what they are learning in the program. Also included are activities for you to do together at home, to 
complement the in-school lessons. 

  
To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and enter 
your name, email, and authentication code. Your authentication code is 100405 
  
Or scan this QR code to sign up. 
  
  

We really encourage you to make use of this free content so that you can support your child in getting the best 
out of the curriculum. If you have any questions about the curriculum, please contact your class teacher.  
  
If you have any technical questions about accessing the resources, please contact hello@myHappymind.org 
 

https://www.whittington.nhs.uk/default.asp?c=40796
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/secondary-school-admissions-brochure-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=3AED87F8210E6E4A6DB1EE768EED9D1139F65944
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/-/media/sharepoint-lists/public-records/educationandskills/information/adviceandinformation/20232024/primary-school-admissions-booklet-20242025-accessible-version.pdf?la=en&hash=A6A911F5588CD608473C25D1FF04E16512C9A23B
https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources
mailto:hello@myHappymind.org


Diary Dates 

Date Event 

Saturday 16th September 3-5pm FoG Afternoon Tea and used uniform stall 

WKBG 19th September Hour of Code week 

October Black History Month 

Tuesday 3rd October Islington School Nursing Team’s health and well-being clinic 

Thursday 5th October World Poetry Day 

Tuesday 10th October Mental Health Day – universal human rights 

Wednesday 18th October Individual and sibling photographs 

Thursday 19th October FoG Halloween Disco 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October Half term 

Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd 
October 

Flu nasal spray immunisations 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Mark Owen 
Headteacher 

 
Lab_13 News – Autumn Update 

Welcome back everyone. I hope you all enjoyed a lovely summer.  
 
This week we received our Green Flag: recognition for all the hard work the Eco-Committee did last 
year. Pete, our premises manager, will be putting it up in our playground over the coming week so watch 
out for it.  
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday this week, KS1 and 2 pupils were informed about The Science and Eco 
Committees I will be running this year. Interested pupils took home application forms to complete. They 
are aware that previous committee members and I are available at lunch times (Monday to Thursday) 
in Lab_13 to help them complete these if they want assistance. Forms are due in by the end of the day 
on Thursday 21st September. I will speak to all applicants before announcing this year’s new committee 
members in the next newsletter.  
 
This year, Science Committee will meet on Wednesday mornings 8:15 – 9:00 a.m. and Eco Committee 
will meet on Thursday mornings 8:15 – 9:00 a.m. On occasions, I will require pupils in committees to 
come to Lab_13 during their lunch break; however, I will ensure that this does not clash with any of their 
other commitments e.g. football, choir etc.  
 
On Wednesday, pupils in Years 1 and 2 were given a letter about an after-school STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Maths) Club which I will lead and this will take place every Tuesday in 
Lab_13 from 3:30 – 4:30 during autumn term. If you would like your child to attend STEM club, please 
register your interest by returning the form to me, your child’s teacher or to the office. Forms are due by 
the end of the day Monday 18th September. Priority will be given to pupils who have not attended an 
after-school science club previously and who return the slip by the due date. You will receive a text 
notifying you of the outcome.  
 
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me via e-mail. My address is 
mbegley@gillespie.islington.sch.uk. If your child needs another committee application form or STEM 
club letter, please ask them to come and get one from me.  
 
I am looking forward to working with your children. 
 
Megan Begley- Scientist in Residence, Lab_13 
 

  

mailto:mbegley@gillespie.islington.sch.uk


 
 

Gillespie School Afternoon Tea ☕🍪🍩  
 
The school will be hosting an welcoming event on the 16th September between 
3-5pm. Families are invited to bring along some baked goods and snacks (shop 
bought just as good as homemade!) to share with others over a hot or cold 
beverage.  
This informal event is designed to give people the opportunity to meet some of 
the other families in the school, pick up some extra uniform or to simply catch up 
with friends after the summer break. 
 

**Please remember that there is a no nuts policy for all school events** 
 
Friends of Gillespie will also have a small information stand set up on the day, so attendees will also be able to 
find out more about the group, who is involved and opportunities to support the work it does. 
 

 
ClayTime Mugs - Ready for collection 
 
Did you or your child get to design your own tea mug at the Summer Fair 
this year? If so then the lovely people at ClayTime have dried, fired and 
glazed them for us - and they look great! 
 
If you think that one of these mugs might be yours, get in touch with Sean 
(07986792367) before the October Half Term. Any unclaimed mugs will still 
find a happy home in the Gillespie staff room. 
 

 
FoG is recruiting 
 
Would you like to support Gillespie Primary School to provide the best possible 
educational experience for pupils and families? Do you have ideas about fundraising to 
enrich our children’s education or events to get the Gillespie community together? Then 
FoG would love to hear from you! 
 
We have a number of different roles that we are aiming to fill for the coming academic 
year, so there really is plenty of opportunity for people to get more involved and make 
23/24 another successful year for the school. If you’re interested in hearing more, please 
get in touch with Sean (07986792367). 

 
 
 
All money raised by FoG goes towards extra-curricular 
activities for Gillespie children. There is no obligation to give 
and it can be as much or as little as you can afford. To 
donate, click here or scan the QR code on the 
noticeboard next to the playground gates.  
 
  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cafdonate.cafonline.org/20528*!/DonationDetails__;Iw!!AoaiBx6H!3gjeG5fNc5xi5y4idHvAIBD0tBkdzcMEmLLwelMBHKAqj3hQyfDuOAVrYXsvwpESYkmIuBkCMDf-nfJTgOuKDhK3Ow$


 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington  

Privacy Policy | Vukschools (schoolvaccination.uk) 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/islington
https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/privacy-policy


 

  

Nasal Flu Vaccine | Vaccination 

UK Schools (schoolvaccination.uk) 

https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/nasal-flu
https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/nasal-flu


 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 


