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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Bringing our vibrant school community back together - we need your help! 
I want to thank all our families and our staff for the incredible efforts you have made over this last year 
to support our wonderful Gillespie children and keep our school community thriving. The pandemic has 
brought many additional challenges to the school, and that includes serious financial challenges. We 
have incurred additional costs because of measures we have had to put in place to keep the school 
safe. At the same time, we have lost income from activities such as breakfast and after school clubs, 
and from nursery fees. Government funding for education has not increased and additional money for 
Covid related expenditure has been limited. This means that for this coming Academic year we have 
had to make some cuts in order to set a balanced budget 
 
During this period, our PTA Friends of Gillespie (FoG) have been unable to organise the many fantastic 
events that usually run through the school year which make our school community so special. Of course, 
the events also raise much needed funds to support learning and social activities for our children. Events 
through the year usually include our family picnic in September, the Halloween Disco, Movie nights, the 
Christmas Winter Fair, Quiz night, a Silent Auction and many other activities. And of course there is our 
incredible Summer Fayre, a wonderful occasion for the whole school community and a major FOG 
fundraising event. All these things support and enhance the life of our school and enable us to provide 
experiences for children, which we would not normally be able to afford within our school budget. This 
includes: 

- Funding for class trips and journeys (e.g. Stone Age Camp, visits to the school from History Off 
the Page)  

- Annual trip to pantomime attended by Years 1-6 
- Storyteller / drama across the school  
- Funding the cost of expensive coach bookings to enable trips outside London 
- Funding for laptops to enable remote learning 
- Raising funds for capital projects including new stage and seating in the top hall to support 

performance, music and drama 
- The salary of our Strings Teacher for 1 day per week which supports our Music Teacher Orlando 

in delivering our rich music  curriculum  to our children 
- Regular ad-hoc requests for funding for resources, equipment, books beyond the usual 

curriculum … 
 
We would love our Summer Fayre to be an opportunity to bring our families back together once again!  
This year, the Summer Fayre will be taking place on Saturday 10th July, 12-3pm. Planning and 
preparation for the Fayre is always the work of many and we urgently need more volunteers to 
make this happen. Our Chair of FoG, Candice, has put together information on help required for the 
Fayre and the office has created an online form for you to complete with your offers of how you can 
help. Please click the link and respond by Monday 7th June 2021.  
 

Please do respond to this, our school needs you more than ever!  
 
To volunteer your help please complete the form here: 
 

https://tinyurl.com/9rbd2ev2 
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Can you help at the Summer Fair? 
We all know that the answer has to be e!  But it will still take some help from all of us to bring back our 
much-loved Summer Fair tradition on the 10th of July this year! 
 
To make this happen, we need volunteers to give us no more than 1 ½ hours to set-up, tidy-up or 
man-a-stall.  Volunteers can also be grandparents or ex Gillespie pupils and parents! 
 
The following stalls need manning; 
 
Food:  BBQ, Savoury, Pizza/Hot Dog, Cakes, Pop-Corn/Ice-Cream 
 
Craft: Face Painting, Glitter Tattoos, Nails, Henna, Keychain/Bracelet Making 
 
Games: Hook-a-Duck, Spin the wheel, Coconut Shy, Stocks, Football Shoot Out, Netball Trail, 
Connect-4-Challenge, Kids Darts, Drop-a-Disc, Tin Can Alley, Lolly Pop Game, Kids Darts 
 
General: Token & Raffle, Tidy-up & Set-up 
 
Can you work in a team to garner Raffle Prizes? 
As our Finsbury Park community moves from strength to strength in its ability to pull together, we hope 
this is a perfect opportunity to reach out to local businesses who might like to work with us. Raffle 
prizes are an ideal way to raise profiles amongst businesses as well as provide fabulous prizes at our 
event. We need people to knock door-to-door, or call/email to help us make this happen.  Raffles 
historically have been a huge contributor each year so please volunteer if you can! 
 
Can you cook something sweet or savoury to sell? 
We need sweet items like cakes and fruit sticks.  Also savoury items like salads, quiche, samosas to 
sell on the day alongside our BBQ.  International cuisines are very welcome.  Please bring on the day 
before 12 noon and remember no nuts.    
 
Can you donate items for the kids and adult tombola, bric-a-brac and old book stall? 
Please bring items for the kids and adult tombola, old quality toys for the Bric-a-Brac and second-hand 
books for the old bookstall to the school office. 
 
If you have any questions you can contact Chair of FoG Candice Bingham directly on 
candice_bingham@hotmail.com  

mailto:candice_bingham@hotmail.com
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Safety on Gillespie Road 
We are pleased to see far less traffic during drop off and pick up times since Gillespie Road has been 
made a ‘School Street’. However, there are still vehicles using the Road at these times and therefore 
remind families to ensure they are not standing in the Road and all are vigilant as ever. Lollipop Lady 
Siobhan continues to operate the crossing to keep everyone safe so we ask families to please help her 
in this. Thank you! 

 
Parent Consultations 

There is still time to book a slot with your child’s class teacher for your parent consultation meeting. To 
do this visit www.gillespie.schoolcould.co.uk and enter your details. If you have any problems with this 
please email the school office.  
 

Attendance Matters 

Class Attendance 
percentage 

Class Attendance 
percentage 

Nursery 91.30% Year 3 99.31% 

Reception 98.33% Year 4 99.03% 

Year 1 100% Year 5 98.21% 

Year 2 99.33% Year 6 97% 

Whole school attendance WB 24/05/21 98.07% 

 
Dairy dates 

Monday 31st May- Friday 4th June Half term 

WKBG 7th June Parent Consultations 

WKBG 14th June Healthy Schools Week 

Tuesday 15th June Great Science Share 

Thursday 24th June International Food Evening 

Monday 28th – Wednesday 30th June Y6 Cardfields Residential trip 

WKBG 5th July Gillespie Science Week 

Saturday 10th July 12-3pm Summer Fayre  

Thursday 15th July 4-6pm Year 6 Leavers show Bugsy Malone 

Friday 16th July Sports Day at Clissold Park  

Monday 19th July School reports home to parents 

Tuesday 20th July Nursery graduation 

Thursday 22nd July Last day for pupils 

Friday 23rd July INSET Day 

 

 
 
Wishing families a lovely, warm and restful half term holiday! 
Yours sincerely, Mark Owen Headteacher  

http://www.gillespie.schoolcould.co.uk/
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2021 Summer Reading Challenge 
Wild World Heroes 

 

The 2021 Summer Reading Challenge starts on 3 July. The Challenge is the Reading Agency’s flagship 
programme for children and aims to encourage children aged 4-11 to include reading as part of their 
summer holiday activities.  
 
The Summer Reading Challenge is a nationwide initiative run by the Reading Agency and usually, 
around 1,000 Islington children complete the Challenge by reading six books. There’s a different theme 
every year and 2021’s is Wild World Heroes. It will be a celebration of nature and action for the 
environment that will seek to show children how they can make a difference in the world. Wild World 
Heroes has been developed with a very special partner for 2021, WWF UK. The Challenge not only 
helps maintain and even improve reading levels over the holidays but also promotes reading as a fun 
activity! 
 
More information will be provided in the coming weeks.  
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Dear Parent / Guardian 
 
Arrangements for May half term reporting of positive COVID-19 test results (lateral flow & PCR) 

 
Thank you for your ongoing cooperation this school year as we continue to respond to the challenges 
of COVID-19. As the next term approaches, we are asking you to help us continue to keep children and 
families safe over the holidays.  
 
School contact tracing over the half term holidays 
You will know that schools have been playing a vital role in contact-tracing. If a student or staff member 
tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), we carefully review who the person has been in close contact 
with while at school and ask those people to self-isolate. This helps to protect the remainder of the 
school community, your families and the wider public. 
 
The Department for Education has said that schools must continue to support contact tracing for 6 days 
after the end of term. This is so that we can identify any close contacts of positive cases who were in 
school while infectious and where test results come back after term ends. Your reporting of positive 
test results remains vital to our contact-tracing efforts. 
 
 If your child gets a positive COVID test result before 31/05/21, please email 

covid@gillespie.islington.sch.uk with the following information: 
o Name of child 
o Did the child have symptoms or not?  
o What date did symptoms start? (this can be any feeling of being unwell, not just the 

three COVID symptoms) 
o Date that test swab was taken 
o Date child was last in school 
o Has anyone else been unwell with COVID in your household? 
o Your contact phone number in case more information is needed 

 
 
1. What to do if your child or family member gets symptoms or tests positive over the holidays 

  

Symptoms of COVID-19 
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:  

 new continuous cough and/or  

 high temperature  

 a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.  

 If anyone in your home develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should get tested and must 
remain at home for at least 10 days. Your isolation period includes the day your symptoms 
started (or the day your test was taken if you do not have symptoms), and the next 10 full days.  

 All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house 
for 10 days. The isolation period for the household includes the day the first person in your 
household’s symptoms started (or the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms), 
and the next 10 full days. 

 Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should 
be taken within the home. This will help stop the virus spreading to others in the community 

 You should not have visitors to the home if anyone in the household is self-isolating 

 If another household member gets symptoms, they should get tested. If their test result is positive, 
they should start a further full 10 day isolation period.  

 No one else needs to get tested unless they have symptoms of COVID-19.  
 
 

mailto:covid@gillespie.islington.sch.uk
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Telling the school about COVID in your household  

 If your child gets symptoms or tests positive before 31/05/2021 inform the school as set out in 
Section 1.  

 If your child gets symptoms or tests positive after 31/05/2021 schools do not need to be informed 
until the first day of the new term. Instead, please engage with NHS Test and Trace who will be 
in contact with you.  

 If anyone else in the household gets COVID symptoms or tests positive for COVID during the 
holidays, please make sure that all household contacts isolate as set out above. Please do not 
send your child to school in on Tuesday 19th April if they are meant to be isolating and inform the 
School Office.  

 
2. Safe return in Summer 2 2021 

 
We look forward to welcoming children back to school for the start of Summer 2 but it remains a priority 
that we keep the school community safe. Please do not send your children back to school if they 
should be self-isolating for any reason. Reasons that your child should be isolating include: 

 Your child has symptoms of coronavirus or has tested positive and has not yet completed their 
10 day self-isolation period 

 A member of your child’s household (e.g. mum, dad, sibling) has developed symptoms of 
coronavirus or tested positive and your child has not yet completed their 10 day self-isolation 
period 

 You/your child have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace or the School because your child is 
the contact of someone who tested positive for coronavirus and your child has not yet completed 
their 10 day self-isolation period.  

 Your child should be in quarantine on return from travel abroad. The 10-day period is counted 
from the day after you leave a non-exempt country. From 15 December 2020 you will be able to 
take a COVID-19 test with a private test provider to see if you can end self-isolation early.  

 
If your child is meant to be isolating at the start of Summer Term 2, please keep them at home 
and inform the school office.  
 
Once again, let us take this opportunity to thank you for all you are doing to help us get through this 
difficult time.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mark Owen 
Headteacher 
 


