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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Catch up plan 
Class teachers have been delighted to have their classes back in school this week. It has been 
lovely seeing children reunited with their friends and keen to learn in the classroom and play out 
with their class. Teachers’ priorities this week have been to settle children back into the routine 
of learning and to begin to rebuild stamina and concentration. We are revisiting our learning 
dispositions to help children to do this. (Our learning dispositions can be found on page 2). Most 
importantly, we want to provide a range of stimulating and creative learning experiences across 
the curriculum to engage and inspire your children and to enable them to have a vibrant end of 
spring and summer term at Gillespie School. 
From next week, we will re-engage with our catch up plan funded by additional central 
government resources, which enable us to implement targeted additional interventions to 
support children, particularly with aspects of English and maths learning. Children from Y1 
upwards already have daily maths and English lessons which usually last an hour. All classes 
also dedicate daily sessions to support the development of reading and phonics. Our Catch up 
approach is to provide additional human resources to support children within these lessons with 
some targeted short interventions for individual children or small groups outside these lessons. 
The talented Megan and Orlando are working additional days to support the Catch Up 
programme. The Catch up programme will not restrict teachers from teaching other subjects. 
We will ensure that the wellbeing of children is at the heart of how we approach catch up in the 
coming period. 
 

Return of activities 
The Reception children were very excited to be able to attend Forest School this week and will 
continue weekly for the rest of the term. They thoroughly enjoy these sessions and we will share 
over the coming weeks via Twitter their adventures.  
We are also pleased to welcome back Rochelle our Gymnastics coach who will be working with 
Key Stage 1 and 2 from next week as well as Arsenal Football coaches who will work with 
children at lunchtimes!  
 

Drop off and pick up  
We are pleased with how the new drop off and pick up arrangements have been working and 
thank parents and carers for working so well with us on this. As time goes on, we will continue 
to monitor and make any changes where necessary. We remind you to be mindful there are still 
some vehicles using the road during this time so please be careful. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Gillespie children returned with gusto and we have had an excellent start back with 98.54% of 
pupils returning to school. Well done Gillespie!  
This leads to an important reminder that it is crucial families are prompt for their drop off and 
pick up times. For everyone’s safety we must ensure that children are dropped and collected at 
their exact allocated time to ensure children are not mixing bubbles when entering or exiting and 
within the playground. We thank parents for their continued support and co-operation with this.  
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Bikes and Scooters 
Children living locally should not bring their bikes and scooters to school due to the new 
pick up arrangements. Once we are able to change this we will notify families.  

 
School uniform 

The School’s supplier of uniform is ‘Rough Cuts Casuals Ltd’ based in Chapel Market, 
Angel. As the shop is currently closed families can order online here: 
https://www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk/home/  
 

Free School Meals 
We know that the Coronavirus pandemic has been tough for many of our families with 
some very sadly losing their work. If you have been affected in this way you may now be 
eligible for Free School Meals. To apply please visit this link or speak with the school 
office: https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/benefits-and-financial-
support/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant  
 

Covid reminder 
covid@gillespie.islington.sch.uk 

A positive LFD (lateral flow) or PCR test should be reported to the school via the above 
email address. See pages 6 and 7 for an NHS guide to regular rapid testing for parents, 
households and bubbles including information about how to obtain tests.  
 

Twitter 
Gillespie is on Twitter! Follow @GillespieSchool for latest news and updates.  
 

Fluoride Varnish Treatment 
Pupils from Nursery to Year 2 will have received a dental consent form this week. 
Please return this via your child’s class teacher confirming whether you DO or DO NOT 
want your child to receive the fluoride varnish treatment. If you need another form 
please let the office know and we can arrange this for you.  
 

 
Red Nose Day 

Friday 19th March 2021 
Power to change the world 

 
This year for Red Nose Day’s ‘Power to change the world’ we are 
inviting children to wear red clothes or dress as their favourite super 
hero or invent your own super hero! What is your secret super 
power? As we are raising money for Comic Relief children can bring 
a £1 donation for this fantastic charity.  

 
 

 
Wishing you all a safe and restful weekend.  
Mark Owen 
Headteacher 

https://www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk/home/
https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/benefits-and-financial-support/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant
https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/benefits-and-financial-support/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant
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This week the pupils have been celebrating British Science Week and acknowledging National 

Careers Week (1st – 6th March) and International Women’s Day (8th March). Classes have been 

involved in activities enlightening them about how scientists innovate and about STEM careers 

including farming.  

Pupils throughout the school watched live lessons about farming: ‘Which came first, the chicken or the 

egg?’, ‘Lambing Live’, ‘Future Farming Robots’ and ‘ Vet School’. So much of farming involves 

understanding of science. Year 2 were able to ask their own linked farmer, Farmer Phil, any further 

questions they had via their weekly online meet up with him on his farm.  

Years 2 and 3 learnt all about the role the farmer plays in growing wheat. Years 4 and 5 explored what 

innovation means and how scientists use innovative ideas. They learnt about Rube Goldberg who 

drew complicated machines to perform simple tasks and they designed their own.  

STEM careers related to medicine were explored by Year 4 and they wrote short advertisements for 

nursing. Year 5 explored zookeeping and positive arguments for having zooz. Pupils read individuals’ 

life stories telling how they overcame difficulties to progress in their careers.   

I look forward to working with Nursery, Recption, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils in the near future to 

continue celebrating the innovations that occur in science and the wide variety of careers that studying 

science can lead to.  

Megan Begley 
Scientist in Residence Lab_13 
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