
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Gillespie’s Catch Up Strategy 
Parents will know that the government has provided all schools across the country with additional money 
to spend on catch up interventions to help make up for the lost learning that occurred for many children 
during lockdown between March and July 2020. Gillespie School has received just over £16,500 for this 
year only. Schools are required to develop and implement a catch up strategy plan which we have 
shared and discussed with governors and have sent to the Local Authority. Parents can read the plan 
on our website at https://tinyurl.com/y6bsl2d7. 
 
We carried out our formal assessment week early this term and teachers fed back to you on your child’s 
progress since the last time we assessed their learning in February 2020. Based on these early 
assessments, we have put in place an intervention plan to support all children who have either fallen 
back with their learning or made slower progress than they normally would have done. We are focussing 
in the main on reading, writing and mathematics. Our plan aims to support children in these subjects 
whilst still ensuring children receive a rich and broad curriculum. I am pleased to inform parents that we 
have been able to employ Megan our Resident Scientist and Orlando our Music teacher, who are 
experienced primary school teachers, for an additional day each week. They know the children in the 
school really well and have started an additional timetable where they carry out some interventions with 
small groups and also release the class teachers, who know them best, to enable them to provide 
additional support to children to help them accelerate their learning and progress. The catch up plan is 
supported by the interventions that the school already has in place including the SEN provision that Lyn 
leads and the parallel teaching and interventions lead by Katrina and myself.   
 

The Nuffield Early Learning intervention 
As part of our catch up programme we are very pleased to inform parents that the school has been 
successful in applying to engage in a DfE funded communication and language project to support the 
communication and language skills of pupils in the Reception class. This is a 20 week targeted 
programme designed to improve the oral language skills of pupils with the greatest need. The 
programme will also benefit the children in the rest of the class who do not receive the intensive 
programme. Reception parents will find out more from the EYFS Team shortly.  

 
Remembrance Day 

The children held a minute silence on Remembrance Day 
on Wednesday 11th within their classes and the Nursery 
children made poppies and painted pictures. They also 
read a special poem called 'Poppy Poppy' and made up 
some actions for the key words and re-told the poem 
together. They remembered the soldiers who were very 
brave and fought for their country in the war. 
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Children in Need 

Today children delighted us with their spots and stripes today and raised a 
whopping £250 for Children in Need. Thank you all for your kind donations.  
 
 

 
 

Class photos 
Children will have their whole class photo taken on Tuesday 17th November – please ensure they are 
wearing full school uniform. Information of how to purchase the digital copy will be sent shortly 
afterwards.  

 
School Uniform 

https://www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk/home/ 
Our retail outlet, Rough Cut Casuals, will be closed from 5th November until 2nd December due to 
Government advice related to Covid-19. 
We will update our website with any further developments as and when possible. 
You can continue to order online and we will deliver your order within 2-3 working days subject to 
availability. 

United against bullying 
Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a significant impact on a child’s 
life well in to adulthood. This year, more than ever, we’ve witnessed the positive power that 
society can have when we come together to tackle a common challenge. 
Anti-Bullying Week is no different. Bullying has a long lasting effect on those who experience 
and witness it. But by channelling our collective power, through shared efforts and shared 
ambitions, we can reduce bullying together. From parents and carers, to teachers and 
politicians, to children and young people, we all have our part to play in coming together to 
make a difference.  
We are all a piece in the puzzle, and together, we are united against bullying!  
 
 
 
 

Anti-Bullying Week 16th – 20th November 
 
This year’s theme is ‘United against bullying’ – please can children wear odd socks on 
Monday 16th to help launch anti-bullying week. On Tuesday Steph our year Teacher and 
PSHE Leader will be leading a whole school assembly to share this year’s national theme 
and to engage all classes in activities to ensure we are united against bullying! In our 
Friday assembly next week classes will have an opportunity to share some of the work they 
have done and we will share this with parents in next week’s newsletter.  
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Attendance Matters 
2nd – 6th November 2020 

Overall school attendance for the week – 98.59% 

Nursery 98.93% Year 3 98.62% 

Reception 99.32% Year 4 97.67% 

Year 1 98.25% Year 5 98.40% 

Year 2 99.31% Year 6 98.31% 

 
Attendance guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) 

On 5th November 2020 the DfE updated guidance to schools as we entered a further national 
lockdown period, as follows:  

 Schools continue to remain open for all children and young people  

 Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing.  

 The risk to children of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low, 
with greater risk of negative health impacts from being out of school.  

 For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far 
outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19), with schools taking action to reduce 
risks still further. 

 
Clinically vulnerable children 

 Children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions should 
continue to attend school. Non-attendance will be recorded as unauthorised absence.  
 

Clinically extremely vulnerable children  

 The evidence confirming a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from 
coronavirus (COVID-19) extends to children with existing health conditions. Most 
children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) no longer need to 
follow original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP 
or specialist clinician if they have not already done so, to understand whether their child 
should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. 

 Those children whose doctors have confirmed are clinically extremely vulnerable are 
advised not to attend education whilst the national restrictions are in place. 

 Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will receive a letter confirming this 
advice. 

 Schools will need to make appropriate arrangements to enable these children to 
continue their education at home.  

 Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not 
clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education or childcare. 

 
Updated guidance for parents and carers from the DfE 

We have updated our guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know about early 
years providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This 
update provides information on the national restrictions that came into force on 5 November, 
the latest advice for clinically extremely vulnerable children and young people and advice on 
the use of face coverings in education settings. This guidance can be shared with your parent 
networks. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Mark Owen, Headteacher 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

Year 1 Learning  
We had a toy workshop with History Off the Page where we looked at metal, wooden, paper, moving and very 
old toys. We then did an archaeological dig to see what toys we could find. After we sorted them into groups 
depending on their material and then if they were a toy or not. Finally we made our own toys. We could make a 
peg doll, hook a fish, a spinning top, boat or cup and ball toy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 Learning 
We discussed how to read dates and what they mean. We learned the meaning of BCE and AD. Then we 
made a giant human timeline! We were given historical events and had to put them in chronological order. 
We discussed how near each person should stand to the other person (if we had more space!) based on how 
close the two dates were in time. We also discussed how some events were connected – one may have 
caused another.  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 3 Learning 
In year 3, we used our place value grids to subtract and add using 
3-digit numbers. Previously, we were using dienes, number lines 
and flashcards to make our numbers. This week, we used counters 
to show hundreds, tens and ones to make our number, which 
helped us solve lots of problems. We also learnt to exchange when 
it was needed.  
 
Take a look at the subtraction problem below. What do you think 
needs to happen next? 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Covid-19 Key reminders  
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 31st October, new national restrictions came into force 

on Thursday 5 November. 

Full details can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november  

 

In light of this we are reminding families of the following: 

 Parents/Carers should follow social distancing guidelines at drop off and pick up times – it is 
YOUR responsibility to ensure you are at a safe distance from other families.  

 Parents/Carers are not to enter the school building. You should call or email the school office 
with any messages you have 

 You must ensure your child comes to school equipped with all the resources they need for their 
day including water bottle, coat, musical instruments if applicable 

 Punctuality Matters: it is important that children arrive to school on time to ensure a good start to 
their day. If your child arrives late they will need to be dropped at the front door and the office will 
sign them in as Parents/Carers are not to enter the school building 

 Children should not be bringing in any other personal items from home! This includes match 
attack or other gaming cards. All personal belongings should remain at home 

 Years 1 & 2 children should be dropped in the playground at their allotted time in the mornings 
and Parents/Carers should promptly leave the playground to avoid congestion. Please do not 
stand and wait on the ramp at drop off but leave as soon as your child has arrived on their spot. 

 At collection time Parents/Carers should enter the playground, collect from the football pitch and 
leave immediately or stand around the perimeter if waiting for a sibling. Small children should be 
supervised at all times  

 Parents/Carers should arrive promptly at your allotted drop off/pick up time and not hang around 
the school gates. This eases congestion on the ramp and Gillespie Road 

 

Elizabeth House Food Hub 
Elizabeth House is expanding its Food Hub for the duration of the lockdown and can support families 
eligible for free school meals with a weekly food bag. To register for this contact Elizabeth House on 020 
7690 1300, Monday to Friday 10 am to 5pm. Food bags will be ready for collection on Fridays between 
10.00-3.00pm (families will be required to complete a registration form for this service).  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november

