
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Gillespie whole school remote assembly 
Today the whole school had a lovely, fun assembly via Zoom where the Year 6 class, Orlando and Mark 
lead the school in singing some of our favourite songs. There was a lovely communal atmosphere 
despite physical distance between the classes. A special moment was when Orlando asked all of the 
classes to cheer and we could hear the distance cries of each class echoing through the corridors. Once 
we have ironed out the technology we should be able to have weekly assemblies to enable us to engage 
in the usual whole school sharing which is such a valuable part of our school life.  
 

Covid-19 update 
We have had a couple of staff members and some children who have isolated and been tested for Covid. 
We are happy to report a negative for all! It is really important that between home and school we all do 
our best to observe protocols so that we can keep the school completely clear as long as possible.  

 
Timetable for drop off and pick up times 

Please note that from next week Nursery and Reception will be starting school 5 minutes earlier. We 
expect this timetable for the whole school to remain the same for the foreseeable future. In the event 

of rain, during drop off and pick up, we will implement a free flowing system where we will guide 
children to walk straight in to the building rather than stand in the playground. We will still expect 

children to move in to the playground at their allotted time.  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Only 1 parent should enter the school premises at drop off and collection times. Face coverings should 
be worn unless exempt. 
Parents of siblings are advised to stay in the playground behind the yellow lines on the football pitch 
until you have collected all children, then leave the playground. 
 
Nursery/Reception families will now use the blue gate on Gillespie Road. Please wait against the wall 
socially distancing and keeping the pathway clear. Nursery families please wait to the left, Reception 
families to the right.  
 

 

Reminder ‘Rain before Rainbows’ non uniform day 
 

On Wednesday 30th September children are invited to wear colourful clothes to 
raise money for Save the Children. Children can wear bright colours 

and bring a £1 donation for the charity. This is following the work 
Years 1-6 have been doing in English, PSHE and art based on the lovely 

story ‘Rain before Rainbows’ about hope and optimism. The book is 
being published soon and the proceeds going to Save the Children.  

 

Year 
group 

Arrival  Collect 
 Year 

group 
Arrival  Collect 

Nur 09:05 03:05  Y3 08:50 03:25 

Rec 09:00 03:10  Y4 08:50 03:25 

Y1 08:45 03:20  Y5 08:55 03:30 

Y2 08:45 03:20  Y6 08:55 03:30 
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Celebrating our learning 
A feature of our newsletters over the coming weeks will be sharing of pupils’ learning. 
This week Nursery and Reception class are sharing their self-portraits. They have been 
using mirrors to look at the differences and similarities in their faces. Well done Nursery 
& Reception pupils!  
 

Nursery Class 

 
 

Reception class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Mark Owen 

Headteacher 
 



 

The below information has not changed since last week.  
 

Latest government guidance on identifying symptoms of Covid-19 

The latest government guidance is very clear and the school will be following this guidance. If we notice a child 
at school has one or more of the following symptoms you will be contacted to collect your child immediately and 
arrange a Covid-19 test: 
- a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 
temperature)  
- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  
- a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
Symptoms as described on NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

 
If your child has a cold or a minor cough and they are well enough to come to school we would expect you to 
send them to school. As usual we have a 48 hour policy for any sickness or diarrhoea.  
 
If a child is referred for testing: 

- Please note as of latest information from the Department for Education if a child in your family develops 
symptoms of Covid then their siblings must also isolate until the results are received for the symptomatic 
child.  

A negative test result 
- A negative result means the child can return to school as soon as they are well enough (including any 

siblings who were self-isolating) 
A positive test result 

- If a child tests positive they must self-isolate for 10 days. Their household (including any siblings at 
Gillespie) must self-isolate for 14 days 

- If a child tests positive the school is required to notify the Department for Education’s Coronavirus team 
who will advise on what we should do next in regards to their bubble.  

 
Full details about isolation periods can be found here: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/ 
 

This information is copied from the Department for Education website for families. Click the 
links to be taken to the page required.  
 
Translation of guidance for parents and carers on early years providers, schools and colleges 
in the autumn term 
We have translated our guidance for parents and carers with children in nursery, school, or college in 
the autumn term.  
The guidance is now available in the following languages: 

 Arabic 
 Bengali 
 Chinese – traditional 
 Chinese – simplified 
 French 
 Gujarati 
 Polish 
 Portuguese 
 Punjabi 
 Romany 
 Somali 
 Turkish 
 Urdu 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=21%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=21%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918367/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-arabicdocx.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918368/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-ben-BD.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918369/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-trad_chinese.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918370/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-simpl_chinese.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918371/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-fre-FR__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918378/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-guj.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918379/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL-pol__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918380/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-por-PT.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918381/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-pan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918382/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL_romany.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918383/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-som-SO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918384/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL_turkish.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918385/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-urd.pdf

